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Synopsis

Cicero wrote On Obligations (De Officiis) in late 44 BC after the assassination of Julius Caesar to
provide principles of behavior for aspiring politicians. It has subsequently played a seminal role in
the formation of ethical values in western Christendom. Adopted by the fourth-century Christian
humanists, it became transmuted into the moral code of the high Middle Ages. Thereafter, in the
Renaissance from the time of Petrarch, and in the Age of Enlightenment that followed, it was given
central prominence in discussion of the government of states. Today, when corruption and conflict in
political life are the focus of so much public attention, On Obligations is still the foremost guide to
good conduct. This new edition is based on a more systematic examination of the vast manuscript
tradition than has previously been attempted, and shows with new clarity the major contribution to
the improvement of the text made by scribes and readers of the later manuscripts, both in the
Middle Ages and in the Renaissance.About the Series: For over 100 years Oxford World’s Classics
has made available the broadest spectrum of literature from around the globe. Each affordable
volume reflects Oxford’s commitment to scholarship, providing the most accurate text plus a wealth
of other valuable features, including expert introductions by leading authorities, voluminous notes to

clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much more.
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Customer Reviews

“this is a book for which | have nothing but admiration’Robin Waterfield, The Heythrop Journal,



Vol.42, No.3 The translation is fine: clear and accurate, and much more readable than its
rivals’Robin Waterfield, The Heythrop Journal, Vol.42, No.3 Walsh concludes the introduction with a
fascinating section on the influence of the treatise, both immediately and through the
centuries’Robin Waterfield, The Heythrop Journal, Vol.42, No.3"good introduction ... a useful
summary of the text ... excellent annotated index ... generous notes’Robin Waterfield, The Heythrop

Journal, Vol.42, No.3 --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

Text: English (translation) Original Language: Latin --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable

edition of this title.

In this book Cicero lays out what is honorable, useful and then shows how they do not conflict. The
writing is clear and concise with plenty of examples, further, he makes a great case for his

arguments

Truthful book well written and much needed in this untruthful world. A Classic!!!

received as represented and on time

This is one of the best translations of Cicero: easy to read, translated idiomatically and not word by
word. Cicero’s ideas are conveyed vividly and concisely. Lively translation and fun to read.Cicero
MUST be read and learnt - it is a MUST! - if you want to comprehend patriotism, freedom and love
of your fellow citizens in general. Studying Cicero makes you understand what foolishness
Communism, Socialism and even Capitalism advocate. The only true path to salvation is love of thy
neighbor - | know sounds anachronistic, but it is true - Cicero’s views are in perfect concord with
Christianity. We all have our God-given obligation to care not for the capital, not for the chosen few,
not even for the majority (as in the perverted forms of democracy), but for the true common and
honorable good.The print: low quality paper, formatting is average, the book’s physical integrity still

holds once you are through it, so overall a C+ print of an A+ translation of an A+ book.John Brown

Everyone should probly read this.

Useful info for everyday life



Great,for every "citizen" a must to read

Great on understanding the plight. dangers, and need for republican government and not tyranny.
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